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Queensgate Newsletter

A newsletter for the pupils, families and staff of Queensgate Primary

INSIDE,
WE ALSO
TALK
ABOUT:

Out & About -
Pg10, Pgll & Pgl2

Menu - Pgl3

Attendance -
Pgl14

Eco Day

Dear families,
Eco Workshop

Yesterday (Thursday 5th June) we were fortunate enough to
have Ella from Island Waste working with Years 1, 2, 3 and 4
throughout the day. Details of the children’s activities and
photos of the day can be found on page 9.

Staffing News
As previously announced we appointed Miss J Mennell as a new

classroom teacher for September. As promised, on page 5 you
will find a brief bio and photo introducing Miss Mennell.




In further staffing news,Mrs Marshall has decided to retire at the end of
year. Mrs Marshall has worked at Queensgate in the Nest (formerly the Den)
for since 2010 and has also supported many children through her ELSA work
in the afternoons. I'm sure many children, and parents, will want to thank
her for all the support she has offered along the way. She has helped many
children who have struggled socially and emotionally to become more
confident in themselves. She will be greatly missed by everyone.

As you will have seen the governors have decided to delay the interviews for a new
Head Teacher, therefore I will (ably supported by Mrs Grant, the rest of the SLT and
the entire teaching team at Queensgate) continue as Acting Head until in the
Autumn term until a suitable candidate is found. Mr Genari's letter can be found on

page 4
The bears at Wildheart Sanctuary

The children have been very excited to see that the bears, Benji and Balu, have
arrived at their home at the Wildheart Sanctuary. Some classes have logged onto
the live webcams https: //wildheartanimalsanctuary.org/webcams/ and also
watched the video shared on the County Press of the bears entering their
enclosure. The children were immensely proud that they had contributed to this
through the MUFTI day last term - thank you again for supporting this.

Year 6 Residential

The Year 6 children have been having a great time at Runways End in Aldershot. I
hope you have managed to keep up to date with photos shared on our socials.
Thank you to the staff on the trip and also Mrs Tilling who updates the socials on a
daily basis. A big thank you to Mrs Wiper who has looked after the children that
didn’t attend the residential. We look forward to the Year 6’s return so we can hear
about their adventures! I have added some photos and details of some of the
children’s activities on pages 6, 7 and 8.

School Council Meeting

The school council met on Thursday 5th June and were tasked, among other things,
to discuss our rewards system. The majority of the feedback that our reps gave
from the rest of the children is that they are bored with the physical rewards and
much prefer whole class rewards like time in the Patch, sensory area, extra break
and receiving good news cards. Interestingly, they felt that it was too easy to get
rewards and felt that rewards should only be given when reaching 50, 100 and 150
before then still working towards 200 and a book. Generally they liked Dojos. The
staff and SLT have also had their say and we will combine the ideas to change the
system for the new academic year.
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Busy week for Year 1 and Year 4

Next week, Year 1 will be sitting the Phonics Screen, they will do this on an individual
basis with the class teachers and it is an opportunity to show everyone how well they
are doing with the sounds and early reading. This is a National screen and results will
be shared at the end of year with parents of those children in Year 1 through their
school reports, and as a total percentage to the rest of the community.

Year 4 will be sitting the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) next week. This is a
National check and each child will individually, on a laptop, answer multiplication and
division questions in a timed scenario.

Dates for the Summer term

The second half of the summer term is a mammoth eight weeks! Here are some keys
dates for your diaries

June 6™ - Year 6 at UKSA

June 12" - Vocal Prom at Carisbrooke Castle - 4.00pm
June 23" - School Closed - Inset Day

June 25" - Class Group and Leavers’ Photos

July 4™ - Queensgate Summer Fayre - 2.00pm

July 8™ - Move up morning and Year 6 Transition Day

July 14" - KS1 Sports Day - 9.00am

July 15" - Year 1 Trip to Appley Beach

July 16 - School Disco’s - From 3.15pm

July 17* - Key Stage 2 Sports Day - 9.00am

July 22" -Year 6 Production to parents - 1,30pm & 6.00pm

July 24"™ - Attendance Award trip - 9.00am

July 25™ - Year 3 trip to Robin Hill

July 28" - Year 6 leavers assembly and clapping corridor - 1.30pm

July 29" - School closed - Inset Day
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Queensgate Foundation
Primary School

Bealrios Avenue, East Cowes |5he of Wighl. PO32 GPA Tel: 01283 292872
Acting Head: Robin Chubb B.5¢ {Hons) NRPOSL

Acting Depuly Head: Clane Grant B.Ed (Hons)

Assistant Head: Peter Tilling B.5c {Hons] NPOSL

3" June 2025

Dear Teachers, Staff, Parents and Guardians,

Re : School Head Teacher Recruitment

Firstly apalogies that it has taken some time to update you. The beard panel along with our Local Authority Advisors
continue toowark hard ta find the ideal person wha will be the right fit for our fantastic school.

With this in mind we have decided, given the time of year, that it is going to be best to postpone interviews untll after
the school year In arder to glve us the time to find that right persen. We anticipate that final interviews will now take
place in September 2025,

We are very thankful and appreciative of all the tremendous support and hard work from Mr Chubb and the school
Senior Leadership Team, as well as the teachers and staff as a whaole, this continues to enable us to take the time in
finding the right person and not rushing a decision.

During this tirme Mr Chubb will continue in his role as Acting Head Teacher with the support of the amazing team we
have.

As 5000 a5 we have confirmed dates for final interviews we will let you know.
We thank you all for your suppart and understanding.
Kind regards

Yours sinceraly

Mr P Genarl

Chair — Board of Governars
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Miss J Mennell

Hello there! My name is Miss Mennell and I am so delighted to be joining
the team at Queensgate in September as an Early Careers Teacher. This
will be my first year with my own class, though I have previously worked
as an LSA and a Supply teacher. I am so thrilled to be starting the next
chapter of my career.

Just a little about me: I LOVE the great outdoors! Whether that be going on
walks (that’s me in the picture on a hike in the Lake District), pottering
around my garden and growing veg, or taking my camera out and snapping
some landscape photography shots. I'm also a bit of a book worm; I love a
fantasy novel and I'm currently making my way through the Terry
Pratchett books.

[ am very much into learning about history; this is a passion that grew
more as I entered adulthood. I commonly visit National Trust or English
Heratage sites and I love learning about how normal people used to live
throughout history and imagining how their lives would’'ve been. This is
part and parcel as to why I love teaching, because learning can and should
be exciting!

I'm looking forward to meeting my new class and getting to know everyone
around the school. See you September!
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Year 6 Residential

On the first day of the residential trip groups 1,2 and 3 took on the team challenges
and the egg 'water balloon' drop. They worked brilliantly as a team - problem solving
and learning strategies as they went. The children showed great resilience,
teamwork, logical thinking and communicated effectively, especially when having to
do one of the challenges silently!

Groups 4 and 5 took on shelter building and canoeing. Two of the groups decided to
see how cold the water was when they very elegantly found their way into the canal.
All children have had an excellent first day.
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After SOME sleep the children starting with a cooked breakfast ready for a full day of
activities including climbing, caving, fire lighting, archery along with more canoeing
and shelter building.
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Eco Day

On Thursday, as part of our Eco Schools project, we were visited by Ella from
Island Waste.

Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 were treated to a short talk from Ella about our Island waste
and how we can be more mindful of the environment before throwing our
rubbish away. The children discovered you should never put your batteries in
the bin, they should be placed in a bag on top of your black bin because they
can explode when they go into the dustcart and that our Isle of Wight recycle
plant recycles plastic, glass, tin, paper and card.

Then they took part in a workshop involving games using recycled products.
All the children enjoyed the experience and even the adults present learned

something new they didn't know before.
A huge thank you to Ella

Working Together for a Successful Future




Queensgate Out & About

The rain didn’t stop our Reception Out and About children having fun at the beach on
Tuesday morning! The children had a great time collecting water in the pools, hunting
for crabs under rocks and creating some tasty looking cakes and ice-creams in their
sand café. Some of the children made their own “aquariums”, making habitats in
containers for the tiny shrimp, fish and crabs they had found! The children were all
amazingly confident and keen to hold the little crabs. Before the group headed back to
school, they were excited to see all the goslings near the Boating Lake.

On Tuesday afternoon our soggy, Year 3 Out and About group walked through
Newport, following the River Medina, to tie in with their recent Geography topic on
Rivers. The children made comparisons between the Western Yar (from their last Out
and About session) and the Medina; noting the urban location, industries along the
river, pollution and how the traffic moves over the river at Coppins Bridge.
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Our Year 1 children will be learning about Grace Darling and Lighthouses this half
term. This week the Out and About group enjoyed a walk along the coast of Niton to
see St Catherine’s Lighthouse. The children sketched the octagonal structure and
listened to stories about lighthouses whilst having their snack. They took great care
with their drawings, showing real attention to detail.

The Year 2 Out and About team visited Firestone Copse on Wednesday afternoon.
The children have been learning about deciduous and evergreen trees and used
their leaf identification charts to name different trees around the woodland. The
group were very enthusiastic and keen to take it in turns to lead the walk. They
spotted lots of wild spotted orchids too!
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Queensgate Out & About

Out and About next week...

Please send your child to school wearing old play-clothes, suitable footwear, a
sunhat and waterproof coat. We will be going out whatever the weather so please
ensure your child is dressed appropriately and has suncream applied at home. Many
thanks in advance for your support.

Tuesday 10th June am - Reception- RLM

Beach

Ryder, Evie, Rafe, Freddie, Alf, Myah, Nia, Aurelia, Stanley, Teddi, Finley, Freya and
Alfie.

Tuesday 10th June pm - Year 3

River Medina walk

Elijah, Figgy, Amelia-Lily, Seb, Leo, Kendall, Mia, Jesse, Joe, Harry, Charlie, Jimmy and
Gracie-Mai.

Wednesday 11th June am- Year 1 - 1CE

St Catherine’s Lighthouse walk

Jason, Kaden, Owen, Eden, Rosey, Amelia, Coen, Elizabeth, Molly, Theo, Lyla and
Louie.

Wednesday 11th June pm- Year 2 - 2KA

Firestone Copse

Bowie, Jasper, Rudy, Marnie-Rae, Evelyn, Jack, Max, Daniel, Vienna, Arthur, Isabelle,
Jake, Elsie-Mae and Harry.




Ability Dogs for Young People IOW

Our collection of milk bottle tops has been passed on to Ability Dogs for Young
People IOW; they were collected by Yogi and his owner on Tuesday.
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Attendance

Whole School Attendance since September is 94.33%
Whole School Attendance this week is 93.79%

KS1 Class with best attendance this week is 2KG with 98.12%

KS2 Class with best attendance this week is 6LR with 97.51%

One small positive
thought in the
morning can change
your entire day.

B2 Chay Ploy

Have a lovely weekend, let's hope we get some better weather!

Best wishes,

A her CH—
Robin Chubb
Acting Headteacher
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NHS 111 Online & Local Pharmacies

NHS 111 online and local pharmacies can help you get the right care

People with urgent but non-life-threatening medical needs are encouraged to use NHS
111 online to get quick advice and be directed to the most appropriate care, especially
over the bank holiday weekend when services are expected to be busy.

NHS 111 online is a fast and easy-to-use alternative to the NHS 111 phone service. It can
provide help for people 5 years and over by assessing symptoms, giving advice on what to
do next, and connecting people to local services without having to wait on the phone.
Whether you need help with a minor injury, mental health support, advice about dental
pain, or emergency medication, NHS 111 online is available 24 /7. It’s especially useful if
you can’t get a GP appointment or your surgery is closed.

Sophia from Newport recently searched 111.nhs.uk for help when she woke up with red,
itchy insect bites after a family BBQ. When they started getting worse, she used NHS 111
online for advice and was directed to her local pharmacy. The pharmacist recommended
a cream and gave her tips on managing the symptoms including what to do if the bites
got worse.

Sophia said: “I was glad I went online first. A friend suggested I go to hospital but that
didn’t feel right for a few bites. The pharmacy was exactly what I needed.”

You can access NHS 111 by:

Visiting 111.nhs.uk

Using the NHS App

Calling 111

Lee Haward, IW Ambulance Service Head of Clinical Coordination Centre, said: "If you've
got access to the internet, NHS 111 online is a really quick and easy way to get help. It
works just like calling 111, but you can do it all online, anytime, day or night. Just go to
the NHS 111 website or use the NHS App, answer a few questions about how you're
feeling, and it will guide you to the right care. It’s really easy to use and there when you
need help."

Pharmacies can help with minor illnesses - Your local pharmacy is also a great source of
expert help for minor conditions. As part of the Pharmacy First scheme, many
community pharmacies can now offer clinical advice and treatment for common illnesses
without the need to see a GP:

Sinusitis

Sore throat

Earache

Infected insect bites

Impetigo (a bacterial skin infection)

Shingles

Uncomplicated urinary tract infections (in women)

Pharmacists are qualified healthcare professionals who can provide advice, reassurance,
and treatment options, often with no need for an appointment. Many pharmacies will
remain open over the bank holiday weekend. You can find a list of pharmacies online
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! « Free impartial and confidential advice relating ta SEND for 0-25 years.
News from Naturezones June ‘25 « Peer support, talking to others who may be experiencing a similar journey
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July Special

We are NOW taking bookings ona
first come basis
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Reduced Fees School Visits 2025

The Heritoge Lottery Furd has awarded Noturezones Wildlife Education Trust

(MWET) a grant ta support Sclentific and Natural Histery educatianal visits te it's
dedicated 10 acre site for primary school children on the Isle of Wight. O O l I a s;’ e a
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PeACH News
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What we can of fer at Naturezones is in fact interlinked.

Physical cutdoor activities in nature, such as tree planting, hay making, raking,
digging apond, clearing a ditch, arienteering, dancing in the meadow, play acting,
chasing butterflies, breathing in the air, creating some nature based art is actually
connecting with nature as a form of green-prescribing, Connecting with nature.
rather than just being in nature brings about a state of quality mindfulness.

Green Prescribing - max no 16 children. £60
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