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Issue 8 2022 - 2023 

Enjoy the Fireworks!  Stay Safe!  

Beatrice Avenue,                 
East Cowes, 
IOW,  
PO32 6PA.                
Tel 292872  
queensgateprimary.co.uk 
 

Friday 4th November 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Parents’ and Carers’ Consultations 
It was great to see some of you at Parents’ and Carers’ consultations this week.  The children really 
benefit from school and home working together and seeing that you value what they are doing at 
home.  There are still some gaps in children’s learning  due to Covid times, which we are working hard 
to close.  Please hear your children read every day.  This helps with vocabulary acquisition and       
supports all areas of learning across the curriculum.   
If you have not yet managed to see your child’s class teacher please ring for an appointment. 
 
The Fireworks Code 
 Stand well back 
 Keep pets indoors 
 Keep fireworks in a closed box 
 Only buy fireworks that are CE marked 
 Light at arm's length, using a taper 
 Follow the instructions on each firework 
 Never give sparklers to a child under five 
 Don't drink alcohol if setting off fireworks 
 Always supervise children around fireworks 
 Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves 
 Never put fireworks in your pocket or throw them 
 Never go near a firework that has been lit - even if it hasn't gone off it could still explode 
 Remember Stop, Drop, Roll! 

 
In this week’s assemblies we talked about how to stay safe on Firework’s Night.  Have a chat to the 
children about what they learnt. 
 
Year 1 have been learning about Guy Fawkes this week.  Here is 
some of their work. 
We had a visit from a man called Guy Fawkes!  He asked us if he 

could hide in our classroom     
because the king’s soldiers were 
looking for him.  He told us about 
himself and why he and his 
friends had plotted to blow up 
the Houses of Parliament and kill the king.  He was later caught and 
sent to the Tower of London before being executed for treason.  
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Out & About 

 
On Tuesday morning the Year 2 Out and About team practised their teamwork, listening and          
negotiating skills, playing games on St Helens Duver. The children worked together in teams using 
tyres, planks and small pallets to ‘cross the river’. They showed great determination (and strength!) 
to move the equipment and get all of their team members across the river without touching the 
‘water’ (grass). Despite being very driven to win they were all super at congratulating the other team 
if they didn’t. A huge well done to all the children for working well together and being great        
sportsmen and women.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 3 have begun learning about the Stone Age in their History lessons. The 3AH Out and About 
group visited The Shipwreck Centre and Maritime Museum in Arreton on Tuesday afternoon to learn 
about local Stone Age discoveries. The children found out about Maritime Archaeology and how    
divers have uncovered a Mesolithic village under the sea at Bouldnor cliff, Yarmouth. They looked at 
what equipment divers use and how curators log artefacts. The children were able to handle           
pre-historic tools as well as seeing wood that has been preserved, showing woodworking techniques 
that could mean there was a boat building industry at Bouldnor 6,000 years ago!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 4MC Out and About group went to Nettlecombe farm on Wednesday morning. To complete last 
half term’s Geography work on farming, the children enjoyed a tour of the farm learning about land 
use and how the farm is run. The farm has diversified and they make their main income from holiday 
cottages on site as well as keeping a variety of rare breeds animals. The children were able to hand 
feed the chickens, goats, sheep, donkeys and alpacas. They especially loved having some ‘sheep  
therapy’ in the form of sheep cuddles with Oreo and Fern! It was fantastic to see the children so    
relaxed and confident around the animals.  
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Last half term our Year 1 classes were learning about the five senses in Science as well as the 
changing seasons. The 1SG Out and About team recapped their learning when they visited      
Borthwood Copse on Wednesday afternoon. The children used their senses and talked about what 
they could smell, hear, see and feel in the forest. They gathered different natural objects to create 
autumnal faces, using adjectives to describe them. The children listened to some Autumn stories 
including The Leaf Thief by Alice Hemming then had fun exploring the woods.  

 
Out and About next week… 
 
Please ensure your child is wearing warm, old play clothes (nothing new or special), waterproof 
coat (pack waterproof trousers too if they have some) and wellies/walking boots/old trainers in a 
named bag.  
 
Tuesday 8th November am - 2EC 
Bembridge walk 
Ellie, Ethan, Daisy, Lilly, Miller, Oliver C, Max, Daniel, Samuel, Juniper, Corey, Eve and Chloe.  
 
Tuesday 8th November pm - 3PT 
Shipwreck and Maritime Museum 
Ashton, Maddie, Jacob, Kyle, Annabella, Benjamin, Mia-Rose, Toby, Oscar G, Harry, Tommy,      
Destiny-Grace, Cooper, Ruben and Hannah. 
 
Wednesday 9th November am - 4BM 
Nettlecombe Farm 
Children must wear wellies on the farm. Please let school know if your child does not have any and 
would like to borrow some.  
Ryan, Emily B, Teddy, Skyla, Maya, Amelia,  Arthur, Evie, Ava, Jake, Zachary, Emily T, Isabella,    
Denys and Artem.  
 
Wednesday 5th November pm - 1CE 
Puckpool 
Arthur, William, Hannah, Freddie, Tyler, Daisy, Mia, Teddy, Poppy, Levi, Gracie-Mai, Harvey, Caleb, 
Jamie and Corey.  
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday   Friday                   

Cheese and Tomato 
Pizza Served with 
Two Vegetables 

Pork Sausages 
Served with Mashed 

Potato, Two         
Vegetables and    

Gravy 

Roast Gammon 
Served with Mashed 

Potato, Two         
Vegetables,        

Yorkshire pudding 
and Gravy 

Chicken Curry 
Served with    

Wholemeal Rice 

Fish Fingers Served 
with Chips and Two 

Vegetables 

Chinese Vegetarian 
Noodles Served with 

Two Vegetables 

Veggie Sausage 
Served with Mashed 

Potato and Gravy 

Vegetable Pie 
Served with Mashed 

Potato, Two        
Vegetables and   

Gravy 

Vegetable Lasagne 
Served with Garlic 

and Herb Bread 
Wedge 

Quorn Dippers 
Served with Chips 

and Two Vegetables 

Jacket Potatoes or 
Tomato Pasta 

Jacket Potatoes or 
Tomato Pasta 

Jacket Potatoes or 
Tomato Pasta 

Jacket Potatoes or 
Tomato Pasta 

Jacket Potatoes or 
Tomato Pasta 

Jam Sponge Orange Shortbread 
with Fruit Slices 

Chocolate Ice Cream Apple and Berry 
Crumble Served with 

Custard 

Strawberry Frozen 
Yoghurt with Fresh 

Fruit 

Please note that all meals are subject to change due to availability of  produce.  

What’s for dinner next week? 

(Remember all Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children are entitled to Free School dinners.) 

Please Note that lunches now costs £2.37 each. 

Bonjour!  

Je m’appelle Coco et je suis une pomme. 

Each week I will share with you a French word  

French at Queensgate 

La poubelle   (Lah  poo-bell) 

 

Où-est la poubelle? 

Where is the bin? 

 

Voici la poubelle! 

Here is the bin! 
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Healthier lunchbox recipes 

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/ 

 

Whether squeezing it 
in before the school 
run in the               
morning or before bed 
on busy midweek        
evenings, preparing 
your child's lunchbox 
can seem like just    
another thing on the 
list. 

School meals are a 
great choice, but if you 
do make a packed 
lunch for your child 
then we've got you 
covered with our 
range of quick, easy, 
healthier lunchbox  
ideas and tips. 
 
 
Please remember that 
all Reception and Key 
Stage 1 children (year 
one and two) are     
entitled to a free 
school meal regardless 
of your situation. 
 
As a school we have a 
duty of care so lunch 
time staff will          
comment on a child’s 
lunch box contents if 
the lunch is not        
appropriate. 
 
Thank you for your 
support. 
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Attendance  

 

It is hugely important that the children come to school everyday as 
the lessons build on from each other. If your child is not well 
please telephone the school office and let them know the reason 
for the absence, this should be followed up with an email or note 
to office@queensgateprimary.co.uk  

 

If you would like leave of absence for an alternative reason to illness you must complete a leave of 
absence form (at least 14 days in advance of absence), these can be found in the school foyer. 

Please remember to call the school when your child is absent (if we haven’t heard from you by 
9.15am we will contact you).  It is important that you follow up this phone call with a written reason 
for the absence when your child returns to school.  

 

Remember that good attendance will help your child to succeed at school.   

    

   Whole School Attendance this week is 95%      

  KS1 Class with best attendance this week is 1CE with 98.08%  

  KS2 Class with best attendance this week is 6LR with 98.41%  

 

Reception Cooking 

 

With reception we looked at the traditional tale 
The Gingerbread Man. Reception children then 
had the chance to make and decorate their very 
own gingerbread men.  

 

We had so much fun! Arthur asked " When can I 
go back to the cookery room again to be a chef? " 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@queensgateprimary.co.uk
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Dates for your diary for this term 

Monday 7th November - Portrait photos, Dentist in to work with Year 2, School Council meeting 

Tuesday 8th November - PTFA AGM at The Lifeboat (7pm) 

Wednesday 9th November - 5RA Parents evening (rearranged) 

Thursday 10th November - Cameo in training room (see advert on page 11 for details), Mrs Sillito and 

school councillors to Carisbrooke Castle for Remembrance Service, Year 4 Egyptian Cartouche     

Workshop in the hall,  

Friday 11th November - 1 minute silence at 11am within classes 

Monday 21st November - Mrs Dye’s class (RSD) to the library 

Wednesday 30th November - Year 6 STEM day in the hall all day 

Tuesday 6th, Wednesday 7th and Thursday 8th December - Schoolastic Book Fair here 

Friday 9th December - 2.30 School Christmas Fair 

Tuesday 13th December - Reception show to school (dress rehearsal) 

Wednesday 14th December - 9.30am Reception show to Parents  

Thursday 15th December - Christmas Jumper and Dinner Day 

Friday 16th December - Last day of term 

Christmas Holidays Monday 19th December to Monday 2nd January 2023 

Tuesday 3rd January 2023 - INSET Day training for all staff (no children) 

Wednesday 4th January 2023 - Children return to school for Spring Term 1 
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Year 3 Visitor 

 

Today Estelle Baker, from Carisbrooke Castle Museum Service, came 
to visit Year 3 to talk about the Old Stone Age, Middle Stone Age, 
New Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age.  She set up activities on 
our tables for us to investigate these times. 

I was interested in the Bronze Age activity where we had to do 
pottery with clay and make designs on our pots.  We learnt that in 
the Middle Stone Age (Mesolithic) water was around the Isle of 
Wight and as it was frozen we could walk all the way to               
Southampton.  As the weather got hotter, the ice melted and the ice 
turned into water.  As the water level rose the Isle of Wight turned 
into an Island.  That was my favourite bit of learning. 

 

Adhvika Vetri Ganapathy    

 
 

For parents/carers of children in Early Years or Primary age 

 

To help improve current and future childcare services for parents/carers and their children on the Isle 
of Wight we would like to receive the views and experiences of parents and carers. As part of this we 
want to understand how attitudes have changed towards childcare services because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 

We would like as many parents/carers as possible to take part, so please could you share the link    
below with your staff members and parents.  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/95RZGCM  

 

All responses will be anonymous, you will only be asked to provide the first five characters of your 
postcode.  

 

Many thanks 

Kind regards 

Early Years Advisory Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/95RZGCM
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Remembrance 
Next week the assembly theme will be Remembrance. On Thursday 10th November I will be attending 
a Remembrance service at Carisbrooke Castle with the School Council Reps from Years 4, 5 and 6.  
Please ensure the children are dressed in their smartest school uniform and they have a coat with 
them. 
We will be holding a minutes silence on Friday 11th November at 11 am. 
 
Road Safety Week - 14th to 20th November 

 
This week our Junior Travel Ambassadors, Alfie,      
Megan, Olivia and Charlotte have presented their first 
assembly, they have told the children about upcoming 
events such as road safety week, the travel survey and 
a competition to win a backpack, more details will be 
available soon.  

The important message is be bright and be seen,     
especially now the evenings are getting darker.  
 
 
 

 
Anti-Bullying Week 
Between Monday 14th November and Friday 18th November we will be taking part in Anti-bullying 

week.  The theme for this year is Reach Out! 
 

And finally…               

 

Poppies are on sale in the school.  They are 

being kept in the main school office.  We 

recommend a minimum donation of 20p for 

a poppy, extra for any of the other items.  

Please send your child in with some money if 

they would like to make a donation to this 

worthwhile charity.          

 

Have a wonderful weekend and please take extra care with Fireworks if you are having them at 

home.                                                                                                           

Best wishes, 

 
 

Samantha Sillito  

 Headteacher  
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