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Wear What you Love Day!  

Beatrice Avenue,                 
East Cowes, 
IOW,  
PO32 6PA.                
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queensgateprimary.co.uk 
 

Friday 3rd February 2023 

Dear Families, 
 

Wear what you Love and Rainbow Raffle 

Friday 10th February we are having our next mufti day.  Our theme is “wear what you love” in honour 
of Valentine’s Day, which falls during the half term holiday this year.  In exchange for the children 
wearing what they love, please could we ask that your child brings in one item that can be put in a 
rainbow hamper to be raffled off.  The raffle will be called on Friday 31st March 2023.  Here is a list of 
what colour each year group are requested to bring in.   The PTFA ran a rainbow raffle last year, 
which was very successful.   

  

PTFA News 

Thanks to everyone who is          
involved in the PTFA committee.  
Special thanks to                        
Ekine Fernandez-Lane and         
Poppy Harrison who were, until 
recently, our Chair and Vice Chair.  
They put on some great events and 
raised a good amount of money for 
the school.  They have now 
stepped down but will still help out 
with events. 

Holly Irwin has now taken over as 

the Chair with Luisa Hillard as    

Secretary and John Cutress as 

Treasurer staying in their current 

positions. 

 

Busy Week 

As well as the Rainbow Raffle and 

Wear What You Love there are 

many other events happening next 

week.  Please see the next page for 

details of upcoming events. 
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Mental Health Week - the theme is Let’s Connect.  The children will be thinking about this in some of 
their lessons and Mrs Rowsell is putting together a Let’s Connect display for the children.  Please see 
some ideas and resources on page 8 of this newsletter. 

 

Safer Internet Day – This is on Tuesday and our assembly theme will be thinking about how to stay 
safe on line.  Please see some more resources and ideas on page 9 of this newsletter. 

 

Interviews – We will be interviewing on Wednesday for the Year 1 position.  We will also be           
advertising for a Reception teacher, who will be employed to cover Mrs Barnet whilst she is on      
maternity leave. 

 

Year 4 Tea Party 

On Friday 10th of February at 2pm we would like to invite all the Year 
4 parents to the Dining Hall for a tea party where they can come and 
view all of the children's work from their UK topic. There will be tea 
and a selection of UK treats made by the children too. Can't wait to 
see you all there! This will mean that Year 4 will attend the Focus 
Learner assembly at 1 pm instead of the 2:30 one.  

 

Parents and Carers Evenings 

Our next parents and carer consultations will be on Wednesday 22nd February from 3:10 to 5:00 and 
Thursday 23rd February from 3:30 to 7:00.  This is a time for you to meet your child’s class teacher to 
see how they are progressing and to answer any queries you have about their learning.   

As always this will be bookable through Scopay.  The booking system will go live on Monday 6th    
February at 6pm. It will close on Monday 20th at 12 noon.  I would encourage you all to make an    
appointment. 

 

Maths Survey 

Thanks to everyone who filled in the survey.  We totally understand that there are many of you that 
are confident in helping your children and this is great.  We also understand the difficulty of      
attendance due to work commitments - however as 40.7% of respondents replied they would prefer 
after school we will look into this.  We will share your answers and free comments with Dee Swallow 
and get back to you on possible future sessions. 

 

Dance Live Survey - A message from Miss Croutear 

Each week I will be updating in the newsletter the latest in our Dance Live 2024 Journey. This week 
we have held an assembly to talk to KS2 about Dance Live where the children were super                
enthusiastic and excited which is amazing! We asked for replies to a survey about the theme and I 
have had lots of brilliant suggestions. Please keep them coming!  

A letter has also been sent home to Year 6 this week to find our leadership team. They will help 
choose a theme, choreograph, select the performers from younger years and more. If your child 
would like to be part of this please fill in and return the letter to 4MC by Friday 10th of February.         
I will then select the team and let them know after half term!  
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Author Visit 

On Thursday February 9th, we are delighted to be welcoming back the very animated and inspiring  
author Peter Murray, who has previously joined us to tell us about his popular series of Mokee Joe 
books.  

He will be sharing one of his short stories with the whole of Key Stage 2 and then talking to Years 5 
and 6 about one of his longer, spookier novels.  

He will be selling and signing copies of his books on Friday 10th February so look out for an order 
form. 

The children are already very excited as he is a real showman and quite a memorable character! 
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Attendance Information from the Isle of Wight Council 
 
Your responsibilities as a parent 

By law, all children of compulsory school age (normally five to 16) must receive a suitable full-time 
education. As a parent, you have a legal responsibility to make sure this happens – either by           
registering your child at a school or by making other arrangements to give them a suitable, full-time 
education. Once your child is registered at a school, you are legally responsible for making sure they 
attend regularly. This means your child should not have sessions of unauthorised absence. 
 
Section 576 of the Education Act 1996 defines parent as: 

• all natural parents, whether they are married or not 

• any person who, although not a natural parent, has parental responsibility for a child or 
young person 

• any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child or young person 

Having care of a child or young person means that a person with whom the child lives and who looks 
after the child, irrespective of what their relationship is with the child, is considered to be a parent in 
education law. 

Recording your child's absence 

Schools must take an attendance register twice a day, which is a legal document that is kept for five 
years. Any absences will be recorded with a specific code depending on the type of absence. Absenc-
es fall into two main categories: 

• authorised – those which schools can give you permission for 

• unauthorised – those which they will not 

Examples of absences which the school is unlikely to authorise can include: 

• sickness of a parent, or other family member 

• inadequate clothing for school 

• child being used as a carer 

• problems with transport 

• non-urgent medical treatment 

• school refusal or truancy 

• days off for birthdays, shopping trips 

• family holiday since new regulations came in September 2013 

If your child needs a leave of absence you must ask for permission in advance. The headteacher can 

only approve the absence if he/she views them to be exceptional reasons. The headteacher also   

decides on the number of days to authorise or unauthorise. You can request a leave of absence form 

from your school. 
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Out & About 
 
On Tuesday morning the Reception classes welcomed two dentists to their classrooms, Johanna and 
Massoud. As part of the EYFS framework, children in our Reception classes have been learning about 
good oral health and how to look after their teeth. The dentists taught the children about the     
different types of teeth and their jobs, which food and drink are good for our teeth and those that 
cause the most damage as well as explaining how dentists can help us. The dentists were impressed 
that most of the children said that their parents or ‘grown-ups’ help them to brush their teeth twice 
a day and knew they should brush them for 2 minutes. They reminded the children what a healthy 
lunchbox looks like. Both dentists told the children that milk and water are always the healthiest 
choices for our teeth when choosing a drink. We shouldn’t sip squash or juice throughout the day 
but save them to enjoy at a mealtime to reduce the amount of acid attacks on our teeth! They       
recommended sweet treats are saved to eat straight after a meal too. The children enjoyed being 
‘Dental Detectives’, taking part in some fun teeth related activities, including being dentist by filing 
play-dough teeth, practising brushing for 2 minutes (which the children thought felt like a very long 
time!) and designing their own toothy monsters.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

The Out and About team from 1SG visited Compton Bay on Wednesday morning to take part in a 
beach clean. The children have been learning about how they can help look after our planet. We 
talked about the 4 Rs; reduce, re-use, recycle and refuse and why it is so important to use less     
plastic. The children used litter-pickers provided by the charity Surfers Against Sewage, to gather 
plastic bottles, plastic fishing lines, nets and small bits of plastic packaging on the beach. There were 
lots of nurdles (small micro-plastic pellets) along the high-tide line which they helped to pick up too. 
They had a hot chocolate on the beach whilst listening to some facts and stories about plastic waste 
in the sea and how it can harm sea creatures. The children were all 
very enthusiastic and keen to help 
keep our beaches clean.  
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The Year 3 and Year 5 children worked very hard in their swimming lessons this week. It is great to 
see them really engaged and striving to improve or develop their techniques week upon week. 
 
This week our swimming awards go to; 
Year 3:  
Tommy, Katelyn, James, Jack R, Ella S and Cooper 
 
Year 5:  
Farrah-Mai, Sarah, Aribella, Freddie, Toby and Harrison F. 
 
Out and About next week… 
Please send your child to school in warm play clothes, with a waterproof/warm coat, hat, scarf and 
gloves and wellies in a named bag. 
 
Tuesday 7th February - RSD 
Isle of Wight Donkey Sanctuary 
(Please bring a small donation in a named envelope) 
Sadie, Alfred, Elsie-Mae, Luke, Elijah, Jasper, Freya, Frederick, Ace, Imogen, Wyatt, Olivia, Archie, 
Inara and Penny. 
 
Wednesday 8th February - 1CE 
Isle of Wight Deer Farm 
Whole Class 
 
Year 3 and Year 5 Swimming Lessons  
(5 of 10) 
Please ensure your child has a swimming costume/swim shorts, towel and goggles in a named bag. 
The coach and minibus will get back to school approximately 3.15pm depending on traffic, thank you 
in advance for your understanding. We are still having lots of mix ups with uniform. Please make sure 
your child’s clothes are named. 

Year 3 River Walks 

 

On Monday 6th February, 3PT are going to be going out of school in the morning to walk alongside 
the River Medina from Shide to Seaclose. This is fieldwork linked to our Rivers geography project. 

Children need to wear warm and waterproof clothing and appropriate footwear as we anticipate   
being outside for approximately 2 hours - so will return in time for our regular lunch break. We fully 
intend to go even if it is raining so a warm, waterproof coat is essential. (Spare, dry socks in bookbags 
might be wise if 
the forecast is 
particularly bad!) 

There is no cost 
for this session 
as we will be us-
ing the minibus 
to transport us.  
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Climbing 

On Friday afternoon a group of year 6 girls headed over to West Wight Sports Centre to take part in 
GEAR UP!  This involved the girls taking part in 3 technical climbs, a speed climb and a traverse     
challenge.  All the girls approached the session with a really positive attitude, most having never 
climbed before.  The girls showed great determination and resilience throughout the session. 

Comments from some of the girls: 

When I went to the speed wall I managed to climb to the top in under 50 seconds (my shoe            
sabotaged me midway as it fell off).  Each time I climbed the walls I got higher and higher until I made 
it to the top on all of them.  Olivia 

Climbing was fun.  I got to level 2 on the speed wall and then level 3 on the technical walls.  I then did 
the traverse and got 20 points – the instructor kept making it more difficult by putting noodles on it 
that I had to go through.  Chloe 

There was a speed wall that you had to make it to the top in 2 minutes.  The first time I went up,         
I broke my calf (got cramp) but I tried again and again. Thea 

It was fun.  I made it to the top of 2 of the climbs and on the speed wall I made it in 52 seconds.        

At the end, I got some Maltesers! 
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Mental Health at Queensgate 
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Safer Internet Day 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday   Friday                   

Macaroni Cheese 
Served with Two 

Vegetables 

Chicken Pie Served 
with Potato Wedges, 
Two vegetables and 

Gravy 

Roast Turkey, Served 
with Roast Potatoes, 
Two Vegetables and 

Gravy 

Beef Bolognese 
Served with Garlic 

and Herb Bread 
Wedge 

Fish Fingers Served 
with Chips and Two 

Vegetables 

Vegetarian Sausage 
Served with Mashed 

Potato and Gravy 

Cheese and Tomato 
Pizza Served with 

Potato Wedges and 
Two Vegetables 

Vegan Sausage    
Casserole Served 

with Two Vegetables 

Vegetarian            
Bolognese Served 
with Wholemeal 
Pasta and Two     

vegetables 

Quorn Dippers 
Served with Chips 

and Two Vegetables 

Jacket Potato or  
Tomato Pasta 

Jacket Potato or  
Tomato Pasta 

Jacket Potato or  
Tomato Pasta 

Jacket Potato or  
Tomato Pasta 

Jacket Potato or  
Tomato Pasta 

Vanilla Ice Cream Jelly with Fruit Slices Oat Coakie served 
with Fruit Slices 

Apple Crumble 
served with Custard 

Shortbread 

What’s for dinner next week? 

(Remember all Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children are entitled to Free School dinners.) 

Please note that dinners now cost £2.61 per day. 
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Best wishes, 

 
 

Samantha Sillito                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Headteacher  

Chartwells Price Rise from Monday 

Just a reminder that school meals are going up to £2.61 from Monday. 

And Finally… 

Have a lovely weekend and remember to read, chat and play with your child! 

Attendance 
 

  Whole School Attendance this week is 93.8%      

  KS1 Class with best attendance this week is 1SG with 97.22%  

  KS2 Class with best attendance this week is 5RA with 98.52%  

QUEENSGATE SPORT ROUNDUP 

 

On Monday, the Year 6 girls played St Francis in a league match. The team    
hadn't played together in a while, but they were very excited to play. The game 
begun and it was a strong start from both sides. Once the girls started to string 
a few passes together, they soon began to dominate. Through a quick breakaway, it was Queensgate 
who took the lead with a classy finish from Emilia R. That was the end of the first half and the girls 
had a well deserved drinks break. At half time, we spoke as a team about our positioning and how 
we could improve upon it. The girls listened well and implemented this into their second half         
performance, producing some great passages of play. It was an end-to-end second half and the game 
could have gone either way, however Lottie R scored a second for Queensgate and the game finished 
2-0. This was a great performance from the girls and they will hope to produce some of the same 
against Dover Park next week. Well done girls!  

Les toilettes   (Ley toy-let) 
Excusez-moi, est ce que je peux 
aller aux toilettes s’il vous plait? 

 

Excuse me, may I go to the toilet 
please? 

Bonjour!  

Je m’appelle Coco et je suis une pomme.                

 

 

     This week we learn:  
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Adult Education 

Adult Community Learning are running 2  
morning workshops on Sunday 5 March, 10am -
12pm to celebrate the above.  If you have room 
please could you pop the piece below into your 
newsletter?   

 

Celebrate International Women's Day with 
Adult Community Learning (adults 19+), and 
bring a child over the age of 10yrs with you to 
our workshop morning, on Sunday 5 March 
10am-12pm.    Choose between weaving your 
own beautiful unique piece of wall art, using 
mixed media and personal items,  or create a 
colourful keyring (heart, flower etc) and     
hopefully you'll never lose your keys again! 
 

Workshops take place at The Learning Centre, 
Westridge, Ryde and cost £10/£5 concession 
per person (child pays £5).  Booking is essential, 
to book an adult and child place please call 
817280, or adults 19+ only can book via our 
website www.iow.gov.uk/ACLcourses.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.iow.gov.uk%2FACLcourses%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2u4nNfBzB3_Th0IrXxmF5DPtG63UgqL14abuZX8Qgp3EJjvEHdV42wp9A&h=AT0GQqxYG1jFj-569ms1d368K5yG8C10IoiZb0r6D-9zsluF6hCkesPUG1hqDg4eImyip2MgLfePzcMYzWxtPMFLtP2bvlYSG2rasEZDWDrUdOUf
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Could you provide a loving home for a rescue dog? The Channel 4 series, The Dog House is looking  
for couples, individuals, friends and families who are seriously considering bringing a rescue dog into 
their lives and are willing to share their reasons for doing so.     
Please follow this link to apply: https://www.channel4.com/4viewers/takepart/the-dog-house      

https://www.channel4.com/4viewers/takepart/the-dog-house
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